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	TITLE
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	Amended Terms of Reference for the Climate Emergency Task Group
	Cabinet Member (Environment)
	Assistant Director of Scrutiny and Democratic Services


	

	Is this report a KEY DECISION (i.e. more than £100,000 or impacting on more than 2 Borough wards?)

Is this report on the Statutory Cabinet Forward Plan?

Is the request outside the policy and budgetary framework and therefore subject to confirmation at full Council? 

This should only be in exceptional circumstances.
	No
Yes   
Yes   




PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1. To amend the Terms of Reference for the Membership of the Climate Emergency Task Group.
PORTFOLIO RECOMMENDATIONS

2. That the amended Terms of Reference in terms of Membership outlined in the report be approved.
REASONS FOR THE DECISION

3. To approve amendments to the Membership of the Climate Emergency Task Group. 


CORPORATE OUTCOMES

4. The report relates to the following corporate priorities: (tick all those applicable):

	Excellence, Investment and Financial Sustainability


	

	Health, Wellbeing and Safety


	√

	Place, Homes and Environment


	√


Projects relating to People in the Corporate Plan:

	Our People and Communities


	√


BACKGROUND TO THE REPORT

5. At its meeting on 24 July 2019, Council considered the following notice of motion that was proposed by Councillor Ken Jones, seconded by Councillor Matthew Trafford and was subsequently unanimously resolved as follows:

This Council declares that the effect of climate change within the borough poses an immediate danger to the health and well-being of our residents and therefore proclaims a Climate Emergency with immediate effect.

To combat this threat, the borough sets a goal of rendering the borough carbon neutral by the year 2030. For avoidance of doubt, this goal means the borough shall produce no net carbon emissions by this date, taking into account of actions that have the effect of removing carbon from the environment.

In order to implement this decision, the borough shall create a Standing Working Group on the Climate Emergency. The Group shall be made up of the following:

· Cabinet Member responsible for the Environment (in the Chair);

· Chairs of each Neighbourhood Forum;

· Representatives of each political group represented on the council (2 Labour Members (including Air Quality Lead), 1 Liberal Democrat Member. 2 Conservative Members);

· Air Quality Lead;

· Such other Members, including co-opted members, as the working group shall consider appropriate.

The Standing Working Group on the Climate Emergency shall:

· Incorporate the Council’s existing Air Quality Action Plan into its wider plans;

· Devise and propose further measures in pursuit of its goals;

· Monitor progress towards its goals;

· Report back to full Council at least four times per year on its progress in achieving its goals.

The standing Working Group on Climate Emergency shall be resourced through the Council’s annual budgets going forward.
PROPOSALS (e.g. RATIONALE, DETAIL, FINANCIAL, PROCUREMENT)

6. At the first meeting of the Climate Emergency Working Group the Cabinet Member for the Environment proposed that the Chair of the new Group be the Lead Member for Air Quality, Councillor Ken Jones and that to foster better cross party working relationships, Councillor Stephen Thurlbourn be appointed as Vice Chair of the Group.
7. The Cabinet Member for the Environment, Councillor Susan Jones will still continue to attend the meetings and provide regular updates to both Cabinet and Council.

8. The Terms of Reference will be amended as follows:

The standing Working Group shall be made up of the following:
· Air Quality Lead (in the Chair);

· Cabinet Member responsible for the Environment;
· Chairs of each Neighbourhood Forum;

· Representatives of each political group represented on the council (2 Labour Members (including Air Quality Lead), 1 Liberal Democrat Member. 2 Conservative Members);

· Air Quality Lead;

· Such other Members, including co-opted members, as the working group shall consider appropriate.
· Vice Chair to be appointed at the Committee
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND REJECTED

9. To continue with the existing membership allocations as approved by Council on 24 July 2019.
AIR QUALITY IMPLICATIONS

10. The Climate Emergency Working Group will be a standing Group of Council to look into ways of how the Council will meet its goal of rendering the borough carbon neutral by the year 2030, including Air Quality targets.
RISK MANAGEMENT

11. It is important to get the membership right so that the work of the Group is driven and focused to achieve results.
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPACT

12. The Group have taken the sensible approach to appoint a Conservative Group member to the role of Vice Chair.
COMMENTS OF THE STATUTORY FINANCE OFFICER

13. In July, the Council committed to invest and develop policy and plans to tackle climate change. In order to support this, an additional Environmental Health Officer post has been created and funded from existing budgets. Going forward, the budget implications of any actions arising from the working group will need to be assessed and funding identified where they cannot be funded from existing budgets.
COMMENTS OF THE MONITORING OFFICER

14. There are no issues/concerns with this report from a legal perspective.
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

15. Council Agenda – 24 July 2019

APPENDICES (or There are no appendices to this report)

There are no appendices to the report.
Darren Cranshaw
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